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SHOTGUN PLAYERS PRESENT
WOYZECK
 Music and lyrics by 

Tom Waits & Kathleen Brennan
Concept by Robert Wilson
Based on the play by Georg Büchner
Directed by Mark Jackson
Music directed by David Möschler
Berkeley— Berkeley— A musical Shotgun can really sink its teeth into! Dark and demoralized, Woyzeck is a poor soldier suffering from the ravages of war. The hope of rekindled love with his sweetheart Marie, which sustained him in the trenches, begins to unravel as reality sets in upon his return. Profound and moving, the sweet tragedy of this piece makes for a cathartic and extraordinary night at the theater. Created by legends Robert Wilson and Tom Waits, Woyzeck is based on a true story that became a major event in the debate over capital punishment. Performances run November 29th through January 27th at The Ashby Stage. 
Woyzeck was an actual man who struggled to live and love at the turn of the 19th Century. Orphaned as a young teenager, he worked as a wigmaker and barber until joining the army, beginning a long disheartening trudge between regiments, all demoralizing, and all badly paid. He maintained a fraught relationship with the widow of a surgeon named Woot, but eventually murdered her in a fit of frustration and jealous rage. 

In Buchner’s version of the story, which he died before completing in 1837, Woyzeck’s love interest was renamed Marie, with whom he has a small child. For the impoverished Woyzeck, the “diamond in his mind” is his lover, this woman.  If he can just focus upon their love, then the hell in which he is trapped will be bearable.  The horrors of war, the chasm of poverty, all remain at arm’s length as long as Woyzeck has this lifeline. When he finally returns home he learns that Marie is having an affair with a drum major from the army.  Woyzeck responds by killing her. Büchner’s play asks: Was Woyzeck ultimately responsible for his actions? Or did his traumatic army experiences condition him to respond to the challenges of life with violence? Today most people are familiar with the term "post traumatic stress disorder." It is a growing concern with thousands of soldiers returning home from combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Although written 175 years ago, Woyzeck is a play for our times.

Büchner’s unfinished script was reworked by Karl Franzos and debuted in Munich in 1913.  Given the fragmentary nature of the play, it is no surprise that several playwrights have created their own adaptations.  Literally dozens of stage and film adaptations have appeared since the original debut. But none have so passionately and aptly captured the sweetness and tragedy of the tale as this recent version created by Robert Wilson, with original music by Tom Waits, the songs from which are on Waits's Blood Money album.

Director Mark Jackson says of the adaptation: “The music seemed to set something free on a poetic level that straight translations of the text alone had never done for me.  Music is the universal language that articulates feelings words alone can’t get their tongue around.  Woyzeck’s tragic love for Marie and, through her, the society he fought for and is now spurned by, was quite palpable.”
The cast of Woyzeck features Andy Alabran, Madeline HD Brown*, Kevin Clarke, Alexander Crowther, Joe Estlack, Anthony Nemirovsky*, Kenny Toll & Beth Wilmurt. 

The band for Woyzeck is composed of Travis Kindred, Ami Nashimoto, David Möschler, Josh Pollock, Cory Wright.
Woyzeck features the Set Design of Shotgun Company Member Nina Ball, the Costume Design of Christine Crook, Sound Design by Theodore Hulsker, Light Design by Clyde Sheets, and Properties Design by Shannon Walsh.

*Members of Actor’s Equity Association

CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT:  A musical Shotgun can really sink its teeth into! Dark and demoralized, Woyzeck is a poor soldier suffering from the ravages of war. The hope of rekindled love with his sweetheart Marie, which sustained him in the trenches, begins to unravel as reality sets in upon his return. Profound and moving, the sweet tragedy of this piece makes for a cathartic and extraordinary night at the theater. Created by legends Robert Wilson and Tom Waits, Woyzeck is based on a true story that became a major event in the debate over capital punishment. 
WHEN: Previews November 29 – December 6. Opens Friday, December 7, 8PM. Runs Wednesday and Thursday at 7PM, Friday and Saturday at 8PM, Sunday at 5PM through January 27.  

OPENING NIGHT: Friday, December 7, 8PM

WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley. Across the street from the ASHBY Bart Station.
TICKET PRICES: November 29 – December 6 are Pay-What-You-Can. Regular performance nights are $23 Wednesday, $25 Thursday, $30 Friday and Sunday, $35 for Saturdays and on Opening Night. Advance reservations strongly advised. 
For more information go to  www.shotgunplayers.org or call 510.841.6500 









